RALPH     RASHLEIGH
sd shortly that they "would soon find out their mis-
y, then/jeered the sergeant, CI suppose you are some
son in disguise! "Well., next time you desert from the
[ -would advise you to buy yourself a wig, for it was the
yovur hair that gave you away/
riated by this reminder of his  stupidity in  having
d his hat the previous night, and by the sergeant's
i, he replied haughtily that he was no deserter and he
/er enlisted in his life, and expressed the opinion that
of a dog was better than that of a soldier, and for his
,rt he would rather turn a nightman than enlist.   The
it   flew into  a rage   at   this   insulting  remark,   and
ned to knock RasMeigh's teeth down his throat if he
other word, and for the remainder of the journey the
joined the sergeant in baiting the prisoner,
y reached the Dimes' of Portsmouth in the evening,
Lshleigh was confined for the night in the guard-room,
corning he was removed to Gosport Barracks, where,
lad predicted, it was quickly discovered that he was
e   deserter   in   -whose   pursuit   the   party   had   been
rhed, and the sergeant received a sound rating for his
.ty in arresting the wrong man.  He was immediately
liberty, but he had the misfortune to encounter the
nt as he was crossing the barrack square.   Rashleigh
elated at his escape, that he could not resist the chance
sing the man roundly for the oppression which he had
1 upon him on the trip to Portsmouth.  The sergeant
Le opportunity for avenging the insult to his dignity,
for the guard,  and  gave Rashleigh  in  charge for
g him while on duty.  He was handcuffed and con-
to the -watch-house, and in the evening was brought
the Mayor of Portsmouth.